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929 August 26, 1898 

CUBA. 

Sanitary reports from Santiago.. 

The following daily reports in regard to the sanitary condition and 
mortality in Santiago are transmitted by Sanitary Inspector H. S. Cam- 
inero, United States Marine-Hospital Service : 

Santiago db Cuba, August 8, 1898. 

Sib : I have the honor to inform you that the cemetery records give 
the following mortality for this day : Civilians, 33 ; Spanish military 
hospital, 14 ; civil hospital, 6 ; total, 53. The causes, dysentery, 
diarrhea, and fever. No Americans are reported as having died. 

We are now suffering from an epidemic of a peculiar fever which it 
is very difficult to place in any known pathological class. It attacks 
natives as well as foreigners ; lasts from three to six or seven days, and 
quinine seems to have no action in modifying or cutting short the 
attack. A great many die, but in no case black vomiting takes place, 
and albumen is found only in about 20 per cent of the cases. 

Profound anaemia follows in every case. I believe it is essentially 
malarial in its origin, but malaria of a pernicious character and pro- 
duced by causes which generally originate it ; such as agglomeration of 
people in a weakened condition, soil torn up, and trees cut down and 
woods cleared. All this was accompanied by heavy rains, and there 
were thousands of bodies buried near the surface of the ground and 
close to streams from which the water was used for drinking purposes. 
Dysentery also reigns epidemically and is owing to the same causes and 
to the scarcity of food. Hundreds of people live on the charity of the 
Bed Cross. The American physicians attending the hospitals do not 
report any yellow fever cases and are greatly puzzled about this fever, 
which I have feebly described, and of which I will write a full report 
as soon as I shall have collected enough cases to form a definite opinion. 

August 4, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that 44 deaths were 
registered at the cemetery this day. Of these, 23 were among the 
civilians, 18 at the military hospital (Spanish), and 3 at the civil hos- 
pital. The city is now presenting a cleaner aspect ; large bodies of 
men are now employed in cleaning and removing all the dirt and 
garbage from the streets and dwellings. Two American physicians act 
as sanitary inspectors for the town and are constantly looking out for 
any delinquency of the sanitary rules laid out by the military Govern- 
ment. We hope by this means, and by the withdrawal of the Spanish 
troops, to better our sanitary condition. 

August 5, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that the sanitary 
condition grows worse every day. Fifty-nine deaths have taken place 
to-day as follows : Civilians, 41 ; military hospital (Spanish), 14 ; civil 
hospital, 4. Dysentery and malaria are the principal causes of death. 
The sanitary condition of the army is fairly good, as yellow fever cases 
are rare, and many cases of malaria are confounded with the former 
disease by young physicians with no experience whatever of our tropi- 
cal diseases. The streets present now a cleaner aspect, and thorough- 
fares, which during Spanish rule were not even swept, now have taken 
a more civilized appearance. 

August 6, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that 62 deaths have 
taken place to-day, as follows : Civilians in the city, 44 ; military hos- 
pital (Spanish), 11 ; civil hospital, 7 ; causes, dysentery and malaria. 
The inhabitants of Santiago are greatly alarmed at the existing state of 
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affairs. Nearly every family has lost some of its members, and the 
number of physicians is inadequate to treat all the cases of sickness. 
Of course the greater number of deaths takes place among the poorer 
classes who have no means of supporting themselves. 

August 7, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that the mortality 
increases daily at Santiago ; 78 deaths were recorded to-day as follows : 
Civilians, 58 ; Spanish military hospital, 18 ; civil hospital, 2. The 
principal causes are pernicious malarial fevers, remittent, and bilious 
fevers, and dysentery. The Spanish military hospital is full to its 
utmost capacity. There are about 2,600 cases of sickness at present 
under treatment there. The Spanish hospital ship Alicante has come 
into port to-day and the embarking of the sick and wounded will com- 
mence immediately. Some United States troops left yesterday and 
some will go to-day. 

August 8, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that the Spanish 
hospital ship Alicante has come into port and commenced to take on 
board a large number of Spanish soldiers. I have watched them as 
they were taken on board, and I can assure you that it was a most 
pitiful sight. Many had to be carried on stretchers. 

The sanitary condition of Santiago seems to have become a little 
better. There were 60 deaths recorded to-day, 18 less than the day 
before. Of this number 38 were civilians ; 18 were from the Spanish 
military hospital and 2 from the civil one. 

An order has been given to burn all the corpses that have no coffins 
and are carried in a common pauper's hearse. 

Malarial fevers of a typhomalarial form are very frequent at present 
and are often confounded with yellow fever by inexperienced physicians. 
I have known cases taken to the yellow fever hospital across the bay 
turn out to be bilious or remittent fever. 

August 9, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that the sanitary 
condition of Santiago de Cuba seems to be improving ; 54 deaths were 
recorded to-day as follows : Civilians, 37 ; Spanish military hospital, 16 ; 
civil hospital, 1. Malaria, dysentery, and infectious diarrhea were the 
causes. 

A great deal of confusion now exists among the medical fraternity in 
their endeavors to classify these fevers which are causing so many vic- 
tims among the civilians and military men. Yellow fever in mild form 
is for some physicians the reigning epidemic, but the fever attacks both 
natives and foreigners, and a great many die without presenting the 
characteristic black vomit so uniformly present in all the bad cases of 
yellow fever. 

Were I to classify our prevailing diseases I would call them in their 
order of frequency thus : First, pernicious malarial fever, the intermit- 
tent and remittent form ; second, typhomalaria ; third, dysentery ; 
fourth, infectious diarrhea. The greatest mortality is given by per- 
nicious remittent fever and typhomalaria. Yellow fever would come 
last of all. There are cases reported in the camps far from the city ; 
in the town I have seen no cases. 

August 10, 1898. — I have the honor to inform you that 92 bodies were 
admitted for burial at the cemetery to-day. This has greatly alarmed 
the inhabitants of the city, and many families are leaving for the sur- 
rounding villages to wait there till the sanitary condition of Santiago 
becomes somewhat better. 

I can see no cause for the increased mortality, excepting the very high 
temperature, alternating with light showers, which do not refresh the 
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atmosphere any, but seem to produce the contrary effect. The Spanish 
troops are still encamped in the trenches, and many fall sick daily and 
die. I believe very few of the American troops are seriously sick. 

*|s ?f* ^ jp p|c 5jc y^ 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Surgeon Eugene Wasdin, United States Marine-Hospital Service, has 
been directed to proceed to Santiago to continue certain investigations 
with regard to the causes of yellow fever, which were in progress at 
Habana at the commencement of hostilities between the United States 
and Spain. He will also assist in sanitary work, in accordance with 
War Department orders of August 11, 1898. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon J. O. Cobb, United States Marine- Hospital 
Service, has been detailed to Ponce, Puerto Eico, for quarantine inspec- 
tion of vessels and crews, in accordance with the quarantine law of 
February 15, 1893, and by request of the Department of War. (August 
11,1898.) 

MEXICO. 

One death from yellow fever in Vera Cruz. 

[Telegram.] 

Vera Cruz, August 16, 1898. 
Yesterday 1 soldier died in hospital. Cause yellow fever. 

Canada, 
United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

TRINIDAD. 

Quarantine against Venezuelan ports. 

Trinidad, British West Indies, August 2, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to report for the information of the Department 
of State that all Venezuelan ports have been proclaimed by the Trini- 
dad Government to be infected with smallpox, for the purposes of the 
quarantine ordinance. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, Alvin Smith, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Australia — New South Wales— Sydney. — Month of June, 1898. Esti- 
mated population, 417,250. Total number of deaths, 498, including 
diphtheria, 10 ; enteric fever, 6 ; measles, 17 ; smallpox, 1, and 1 from 
whooping cough. 

Bermuda. — Two weeks ended August 12, 1898. Estimated popula- 
tion, 15,013. One death. 



